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WRITING CONTEST

A Full Food Basket for Africa by 2020

Tell Us Your Vision for Achieving this Goal

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) invites you to present your views on how to achieve an Africa without hunger by 2020.  

If you

· are an African who is at least 14 years old, but not older than 19 years; 

· have ideas about solutions for overcoming hunger and poverty in Africa; and

· are enthusiastic and creative ...

Then participate in IFPRI’s second writing contest: Apply your writing skills and write an essay, short story, poem, brochure, open letter to your country’s leader, short play, or other appropriate text on 

· your vision of Africa’s food and nutrition situation in the year 2020; and

· what you, your society, and the world can do to realize your vision and make tomorrow’s reality better than today’s.
First Prize:
US$500, plus a roundtrip to Kampala, Uganda, in April 2004 to attend an all-Africa conference called “Assuring Food and Nutrition Security in Africa by 2020.”

Runner-up Prizes:
US$250

Deadline for receipt of your submission: December 1, 2003
What are the contest rules?
· Entries will be accepted in English and in French.

· Writing may be presented in essay, short story, poem, brochure, or other form, but should not exceed 2,000 words.  

· Entries should include your name, age, and full contact information (including home address and telephone number, and email address, if available).  

· Entries must be typed.  

· We prefer to receive submissions by email as Word or WordPerfect documents.  You may also fax or send your work by airmail.  All entries must be received by December 1. 

Where do I send my submission?

Jenna Kryszczun, Program Analyst, 2020 Vision Initiative


Fax: +1-202-467-4439

International Food Policy Research Institute



E-mail: j.kryszczun@cgiar.org

2033 K Street, NW

Washington, DC  20006  USA

Note: Copyright for all entries will rest with IFPRI.  Please indicate on the last page of text “Copyright © 2003 International Food Policy Research Institute. All rights reserved.”


BACKGROUND NOTE

A Full Food Basket for Africa by 2020

Tell Us Your Vision for Achieving this Goal

Dear African Youth:

In most African countries hunger is all too visible.  People are eating too few meals, too small helpings to fill hungry stomachs, or low quality meals lacking the vitamins and minerals necessary to build strong bodies and minds. Women and children are at particular risk for hunger and malnutrition. You can find some background information on these problems on the next page.  

Although some of the statistics across Africa are encouraging, many are depressing and predict a gloomy future – unless we find the will and the way to change course.  When we look at these grim statistics, let’s not forget that behind the facts and figures real people are struggling to survive and hoping for improved access to and quality of food.  Nations should understand and recognize these problems, and give them utmost priority.  

Things can change if we take appropriate action.  Impressive results from many parts of the world, including parts of Africa, tell us that with knowledge, involvement, and determination, human lives can be made better.

So what kind of knowledge do we need most? We already have a fair amount of practical and scientific information to go ahead in the right direction. But we will need continued education and research on agriculture, technology, trade, and many other issues to solve problems of hunger and malnutrition. 

But we also need you. You are Africa’s future and Africa needs your involvement, determination, and dedication to tackle the problems. You can help make progress a reality by sharing with us and with others your dreams, your hopes, and your understanding of how to overcome hunger.  We will share winning entries with political leaders, policy advisors, civil society and business leaders, researchers, and journalists.  Many of them will be participating in the IFPRI 2020 Vision Initiative Conference in Kampala, Uganda in April 2004. If your contribution wins, you will be one of the guests.

It is your turn to influence and inspire African leaders of today and to prepare yourself for the work that you can do in your lifetime to achieve a full food basket for Africa by 2020. 

SOME BACKGROUND STATISTICS
A Full Food Basket for Africa by 2020

Tell Us Your Vision for Achieving this Goal
· About 200 million people on the African continent are malnourished. Their numbers have increased by 15 percent since the early 1990s and virtually doubled since the late 1960s.

· More than 95 percent of malnourished people in Africa reside in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

· More than 40 million people require food aid due to the food crises currently gripping the African continent. 

· More than 80 percent of all Africans live on a daily income of less than US$2 a day; nearly half struggle to survive on US$1 a day or less.

· One-third of Sub-Saharan Africa’s preschool children are malnourished, with their numbers increasing by more than 75 percent since the early 1970s to 33 million. 

· Micronutrient malnutrition—the lack of essential vitamins and minerals for a healthy life—is pervasive.   

· 20 percent of Africa’s population is affected by goiter, a disease caused by insufficient iodine in the diet, and another 48 percent are at risk.

· Anemia affects 46 percent of Africa’s population, much of it due to iron deficiency. Anemia impairs physical growth, mental development, and learning capacity in children and adolescents. 

· About 36 million preschool children in Sub-Saharan Africa suffer from Vitamin-A deficiency, which can lead to blindness, growth retardation, and reproductive disorders.  

· Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region in the world that experienced a substantial increase in the number of malnourished children and adults in the past 30 years. IFPRI projections suggest that by 2020, the number of malnourished children in Sub-Saharan Africa could reach 39 million, if governments and donors within and outside Africa continue current policies (“business as usual”).
· If, however, policymakers only modestly increase their investments on roads, irrigation, clean water, education, and agriculture, the number of malnourished children could drop by nearly half to 22 million from the 39 million expected with “business as usual”.  
For more information, please visit the writing contest web page at http://www.ifpri.org/2020africaconference/writingcontest.asp
or contact Jenna Kryszczun at the address above.
For more information, please visit the writing contest web page at http://www.ifpri.org/2020africaconference/writingcontest.asp
or contact Jenna Kryszczun at j.kryszczun@cgiar.org.
NOTE: These statistics are for background information.  These and similar statistics come from IFPRI’s research and a variety of other sources, including the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the World Bank, the World Food Programme, and the World Health Organization.  Please do not feel that you have to use or have to restrict yourself to using only these statistics.

